
U N I T

22 is done was done (passive 1)

The office is cleaned every day. 

The office was cleaned yesterday.

Compare active and passive:
Somebody cleans the office every day. (active) 

The office is cleaned every day. (passive)

Somebody cleaned the office yesterday, (active) 

The office was cleaned yesterday. (passive)

The passive is:

simple present 
simple past

past participle

a m /is/a re  
w as/w ere

(not) +
cleaned done
invented b uilt
injured taken, etc.

■

The past participle of regular verbs is -ed (cleaned/damaged, etc.).

For a list of irregular past participles (d on e/bu ilt/tak en , etc.), see Appendixes 2-3 .

■ Butter is m ade from milk.
■ Oranges are im ported  into Canada.
■ How often are these rooms cleaned?
■ I am never invited  to parties.

■ This house was built 100 years ago.
■ These houses were built 100 years ago.
■ W hen was the telephone invented?
■ We w eren’t invited  to the party last week.
■ “Was anybody injured in the accident?”

“Yes, two people were taken to the hospital.”

W as/were born
■ I was born in Colombia in 1989. (not I am born)
M “W here were you born?” “In Cairo.”

Passive + by
■ The telephone was invented by A lexander Graham B ell in 1876.

(= Alexander Graham Bell invented it)
■ I was bitten by a dog a few days ago.
■ Do you like these paintings? They were painted by a friend o f  m ine.
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Exercises U N I

22.1 Write sentences from these words. Some of the sentences are questions. 
Sentences 1-7 are present.
1. (the office /  clean /  every day) The o ffice  is cleaned every day.________
2. (these rooms /  clean /  every day?) A re  these rooms cleaned every day?

3. (glass /  make /  from sand) G lass________________________________________
4. (stamps /  sell /  in a post office)_________________________________________
5. (this word /  not /  use /  very o ften )_____________________________________
6. (we /  allow /  to park here?)____________________________________________
7. (how /  this word /  pronounce?)________________________________________

Sentences 8-15 are past.
8. (the office /  clean /  yesterday) The o ffice  was cleaned yesterday.______
9. (the house /  paint /  last month) The h o u se______________________________

10. (my phone /  steal /  a few days ag o )_____________________________________
11. (three people /  injure /  in the accident) A___________________________
12. (when /  this bridge /  build?)___________________________________________
13. (I /  not /  wake up /  by the no ise)_______________________________________
14. (how /  these windows /  break?)________________________________________
15. (you /  invite /  to Jon’s party last w eek?)_________________________________

22.2 These sentences are not correct. Correct them.
1. (Th is house built)100 years ago. This house was built 100 y ea rs ago.
2. Soccer plays in most countries of the w o rld ._________________________
3. W hy did the letter send to the wrong address?_______________________
4. A garage is a place where cars repair.________________________________
5. W here are you born? .
6. How many languages are speaking in Switzerland?_
7. Somebody broke into our house, but nothing sto len ..
8. W hen was invented the bicycle?__________________

22.3 Complete the sentences. Use the passive (present or past) of these verbs:
clean dam age fin d  give inv ite  m ake m ake show  steal take

1. The room is cleaned  every day.
2. I saw an accident yesterday. Two people w ere  taken to the hospital.
3. P aper__________________________ from wood.
4. There was a fire at the hotel last week. Two of the ro o m s________________________ .
5. “W here did you get this picture?” “I t _____________________ to me by a friend of mine.”
6. Many British program s________________________ on American television.
7. “Did Jim  and Sue go to the wedding?” “No. T h ey _________________, but they didn’t go.”
8. “How old is this movie?” “I t ________________________ in 1965.”
9. My c a r____________________ last week, but the next day i t ___________________

by the police.

22.4 Where were they born?
1. (Makoto /  Tokyo) /H akoto w as horn in___________Tokyo._____________________
2. (Isabel /  Sao Paulo) Isabel__________________________________________________
3. (her parents /  Rio de Janeiro) H e r___________________________________________________
4. (you /  ???) I ______________________________________________________
5. (your m other /  ???) _______________________________________________________



U N I T

23 is being done has been done (passive 2)

Is/are being . . . (present continuous passive)

Somebody is painting the door . (active) 

The door is being painted. (passive)

■ My car is at the garage. It is being repaired. (— somebody is repairing it)
■ Some new houses are being b uilt across from the park. (= somebody is 

building them)

Compare the present continuous and simple present:
■ The office is being cleaned right now. (present continuous)

The office is cleaned every day. (simple present)
■ In the United States, football games are usually played on weekends, but no big 

games are being played next weekend.

For the present continuous and simple present, see Units 8 and 26.

H as/have been . . . (present perfect passive)

before now
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Somebody has painted the door . (active)

The door has been painted. (passive)
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■ My key has been stolen. (= somebody has stolen it)
■ My keys have been stolen. (= somebody has stolen them)
■ I’m not going to the party. I haven’t been invited. (= nobody has invited me)
■ Has this shirt been washed? (= has somebody washed it?)

Compare the present perfect and simple past:
■ The room isn’t dirty any more. It has been cleaned, (present perfect)

The room was cleaned yesterday, (simple past)
■ I can’t find my keys. I think they’ve been stolen, (present perfect)

My keys were stolen last week, (simple past)

For the present perfect and simple past, see Units 19-21. 
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Exercises
23.1 What's happening?

U N I

1. The car /s being repaired.___________  3. The windows
2. A b rid g e_____________________________  4. The grass___

23.2 Look at the pictures. What is happening or what has happened? Use the present 
continuous (is/are being . . . )  or the present perfect (has/have been . . .).

1. (the office /  clean) The office is being cleaned.__________________
2. (the shirts /  iron) The sh irts have been ironed.__________________
3. (the window /  break) The w in d o w ________________________________
4. (the roof /  repair) The ro o f_______________________________________
5. (the car /  dam age)_______________________________________________
6. (the houses /  tear /  d o w n )________________________________________
7. (the trees /  cut /  d o w n )__________________________________________
8. (they /  invite /  to a p a rty )________________________________________

23.3 Complete the sentences. (Study Unit 22 before you do this exercise.)
1. I can’t use mv office right now. It is heinci p a in ted  (paint).
2. We didn’t go to the partv. We w eren 't in v ited  (not /  invite).
3. The washinv machine was broken, hut it’s OK now. It (repair).
4. The washing machine (repair) yesterday afternoon.
5. A factory is a place where things (make).
6. How old are these houses? W hen (they /  build)?
7. A: (the computer /  use) at the moment?

B: Yes, Steve is using it.
8. I’ve never seen these flowers before. W hat (thev /  call)?
9. My sunglasses (steal) at the beach yesterday.

10. The bridge is closed. It (damage) last week, and it
(not / repair) yet.

-  -dditional exercises 24-27 (pages 255-256)


